2017 POSTSEASON NIVC
FAQ’s
Question: Will the NIVC send someone to our game?
Answer: Yes, each match will have a site coordinator.  This person will be your liason with the  immediately before, during and after your NIVC game.  The NIVC site representative will help coordinate decisions for next-round scenarios. The site coordinator will contact you in advance of your game to arrange logistics such as reserving them a courtside seat, any parking passes, directions, etc.  
Q: Who coordinates practices?
A: The home team’s game manager works with the visiting team to ensure acceptable practice times.  If there are any issues, the NIVC can assist.
Q: Do we exchange game film?
A: Yes, each team is required to make at least one match available to the opposing team.
Q: How do you decide who will host a game?
A: Site selection is based on several factors.  Key in the selection are attendance history and host budget/guarantee numbers.  The NIVC also looks at travel expenses to the site, ticket prices, building/game expenses, school’s commitment to hosting other rounds, national ranking, etc., to name a few criteria. Schools that submit guarantees to host multiple rounds will be considered more favorably than those who don’t. The full list of criteria can be found in the handbook.
Q: We’d like to submit a new guarantee to host our next match.  How do we do that?

A: We understand that fan support can grow more than originally expected. Host budget forms for ensuing rounds must be submitted before the end of your previous round, assuming the host site has not yet been announced.  Revised guarantees may be accepted by the NIVC at any time.
Q: When will we know where/when the next match is?
A: At the very latest, the site of the next round will be announced at the conclusion of the last match in the preceding round.  At times, the NIVC may be able to announce win/loss scenarios before a match’s outcome is known.  Each game will have a NIVC site coordinator on hand who will announce the next step, as well as details for each team. 

Q: How do we book our travel?
A: Each team works through NIVC services to make air and hotel reservations. The one exception is ground transportation - bus reservations are made by each team. When it comes to air and hotel bookings, NIVC travel agents find the best flights and hotel rooms for the best value.  Our agents are available to provide travel support to event participants at hours outside of typical business hours.  In some cases, if the NIVC travel partners didn’t hold blocks of rooms and/or flights in advance, they would not be available at all for teams.  Teams MUST use our travel contacts to be eligible for reimbursement. Refer to the handbook for their contact information.
Q: What size of travel party does the NIVC reimburse for?

A: The NIVC provides reimbursement for a travel party of 18 people.  In addition to possible reimbursement on commercial airfare for up to 18 people and for general bus costs, lodging of up to 9 rooms per night per trip is eligible for reimbursement.  For more details on travel reimbursements, please refer to the tournament handbook.

Q: How do we get reimbursed for our travel costs?

A: At the conclusion of the tournament, someone from your school will fill out a one-page travel reimbursement form with receipts and email it to NIVC Director Jared Rudiger.  If the school spent more than $15,000 on travel costs for a travel party of 18 people, the school will receive reimbursement. The NIVC will validate the expenses and mail a reimbursement check to each school.  Please see the handbook for specific reimbursements.

Q: Can our local radio station broadcast our match?
A: Yes.  The station needs to fill out a broadcast form and return it to the NIVC prior to the tournament. There is a basic rights fee of $100 per match for commercial stations.  If you are also streaming the match, the total rights fee remains at $100 whether it’s just radio or radio and internet combined. Phone lines are the responsibility of the station, and they need to contact the host school to coordinate equipment needs. Stations may email the form to the NIVC now, and follow up at the end of the tournament with one check for all games. You do not have to send a check now. For details, refer to the Radio and Internet Rights Form.
Q: Can we stream the match on our website?
A: Yes, you can stream (audio or video) the game on your school website for $100 per match. If you are also broadcasting the match by radio, the total rights fee is $100 (no extra cost for the other medium). Schools are allowed to sell access to the broadcast stream if they choose to. Schools should email the Radio/Internet form to the NIVC now, and follow up at the end of the tournament with one check for all games. You do not have to pay ahead of time. See the Radio and Internet Rights form for more details.

Q: Will there be live stream coverage?
A: Yes, the NIVC will air the championship game on ESPN3. It will be streamed live starting at 7 p.m. ET on Tuesday, Dec. 12. Other matches may be aired on a regional basis, depending on local coverage.  If your local TV station is interested in airing a game, please contact the NIVC at 970-672-0547.
Q: Do we have to cover up our banners and advertising in our arena?
A: Not usually. The NIVC allows schools to keep their banners and advertising in place during early rounds.  The only exception is that schools are required to hang a 10-foot NIVC banner courtside on their scorer’s table or press row table, so in some cases, advertising may be covered up.  In the championship match, the NIVC reserves the right to cover some or all of the schools’ court signage.  Each host school also will receive two NIVC floor decals for their matches.
Q: What if we have electronic signage at courtside?
A:  If a school has electronic signage and does not need a physical NIVC banner, then the school should display the words “National Invitational Volleyball Championship,” or “NIVC,” on electronic sideboards. In the first four rounds of the tournament, the NIVC words and/or logo must be displayed at least 50 percent of the match time. In the final round of the tournament, the NIVC words and/or logo must be displayed 100% of the time.
Q: What should our public address announcements be like?
A: The NIVC allows each school to use the same script they normally would for other home matches.  Team and player introductions may be done with a home-team flavor, but certainly must be in good taste.  
Q: Do we need a 10-minute intermission between sets 2 and 3?
A: No. Each home team can choose to include an intermission or not. If you choose to, you may have on-court contests or other PA announcements.
Q: Does each fan need to have a ticket?
A: Yes, each ticket must be paid admission.  The only exception is in Rounds 1&2, when schools may choose to allow fans (ie students or groups) in for free. One marketing idea that schools have used in the past is to have a sponsor buy a block of 500 or so student tickets and give them away to the first students to claim them.  This works very well and is a good use of sponsorship.
Q: What about comp tickets?
A: Each school receives 40 comp tickets, which typically are used for parents and friends.  A visiting team should provide the host school’s game manager with names for their comp list.
Q: Do schools print tickets and media passes?
A: Yes, each school will print its own tickets and media passes.  An NIVC logo will be e-mailed to each school’s basketball media relations contact to be included on the tickets and passes, but the NIVC logo isn’t required to be on them. Regular-season passes may be used for NIVC games. 
Q: Does the NIVC provide game balls?
A: No, each host team provides its own top-quality balls for matches.

Q: Will the NIVC provide game programs?
A: The NIVC has tournament notes available for free download at www.womensniv.com At matches, host schools may print their own game programs and either give them away for free or sell them and keep all revenue. 

Q: Do schools assign their own officials?

A: No.  The NIVC assigns officials through PAVO Supervisor of Officials Marsha Alterman. Her email is mavbrf@sbcglobal.net and her cell number is 316-650-2532.
Q: Who pays for the officials?
A: The host school pays each official. Three officials (R1 and R2) are compensated $450 for working games in Rounds 1-2, two officials at $250 for working Rounds 3-4, and two officials at $300 for Semifinal and Championship games. Three line judges are compensated $150 for working games Round 1 & 2, two line judges at $100 for Rounds 3 & 4, and two line judges at $125 for semifinals and championship rounds. In addition, officials are reimbursed for actual travel costs for airfare, hotel, and car rental. If a personal car is used, mileage is reimbursed at $1.07 per trip (one-way) per mile. Host schools are responsible for paying each official’s game fee and actual travel expenses.

The officials’ expenses are itemized on the host budget form that the school turns in to the NIVC following the tournament, and are included as a game expense for the host institution.
Q: Do you require CSR replay system?
A: No. If the host school would like to use it, it may, but those expenses can’t be included as match expenses to the NIVC. If the host school uses CSR for their home match in Round 1, they also need to use it for the neutral match they host in Round 1. 
Q: Can we sell our school merchandise at NIVC games?

A: Yes.  All revenue is kept by the school, as long as none of the merchandise has any references to the NIVC.
Q: Will the NIVC provide tournament merchandise?
A: No.  If you are interested in selling school merchandise with the NIVC logo on it, please contact the NIVC office. A royalty of 7% is charged for selling NIVC-related merchandise.
Q: Can we charge for parking?
A: Yes.  All revenue is kept by the school.  All parking expenses (for attendants, etc.) are then paid for directly by the school and not passed on to the NIVC.
Q: Does the NIVC receive a percentage of concession sales?
A: No.  All revenue is kept by the host school. The NIVC does not prohibit sales of alcohol.
Q: Is there an All-Tournament Team?
A: Yes. The team, voted on by media and NIVC personnel, features seven players: at least one player will come from each of the semifinal teams, and two players are voted on from each of the championship game teams. A seventh player will be named MVP in the postgame ceremony that also includes a team trophy presentation for both teams. Historically, the winning team also cuts down nets.
